USA – DOC MEETING, April 11, 2010

Pre Season U11 – U14

· Current Structure, possible improvements

Post Season U15 – U18/19
· Current Structure, 2 weekend seeding – integrate as part of regular season, i.e. mandatory participation?

Rule changes to League play

· Discussion on possible changes to the current rules
All Star Teams – ID Program

· Build and establish a program to showcase the most promising talent from the player pool of all USA affiliated clubs.
· Age groups: U17? Boys and Girls
Academy U9 – U10

· Restructure needed, what’s the next step?
· Regional grouping – define Regions
· 14 game regular schedule w/o standings?
· Discussion
 Annual DOC Meeting

April 11, 2010

In attendance:  Karl Kukec, Frank Villaizan, David Oras,  Rich Bowers, Sheri Doback

DOC Sign-In Sheet Attached

Welcome by President, Frank Villaizan

Overview of  Purpose of  DOC Meeting, Karl Kukec

1) Pre Season  U11-U14 – all in favor of  last season’s  structure, no problems and was very favorable. 

2) Post Season Tournament U15-U18/19 – David Oras, VP Senior Boys, heard some negative feedback about having only 7 required games in the season.  Karl expressed the positives of wrapping the season up with a two weekend tournament.  Karl suggested making the tournament mandatory participation. 

Discussion on a few different ideas as to how to set up the Senior Season.  Idea #1 – As in the past, Aug-Oct.  Idea #2 – 7 games in the fall, Return for two wknds of  full tournament play in February (between 3-6 games)  Idea #3 – 9 weekends of league play, incl reshuffle games (season ends) , then USA Cup in Feb. (3-6 games)

Decision – Regular League (10 games – 7 games with reshuffle) – Aug-Oct, this ends the season and determines division champs; then come back in Feb – two wknds of play in tournament format to have a USA Cup Champion and get ready for Region C (start fresh – first weekend seeding, 2nd weekend single elimination).  Set performance bond and sanctions for teams that don’t show up. 

3) Rule changes to League Play – explained procedure for making rule changes and that it will be submitted/discussed and voted on at the AGM on May 12th, 2010.

4) All Star Teams (U17’s)– ID Program – Karl explained how this was done in the past.  Exposes these players to college coaches.   Have not run this program in the last few years.  

    Overall concensus – would like to see this program re-implemented.          

    Be careful of “poaching”.  Suggestion to try to keep it local.  Consider 

    doing it for other age groups to recognize top players.  (U15’s up) 

5) Brief  Presentation by Tampa Bay Rowdies Technical Director, Perry Van Der Beck. 

6) C5 Teams – Rich Bowers discussed that he will be proposing to allow C5 Teams into the Senior Season and possibly Junior Season and to allow play at their home fields (but limit it to southern teams).  He feels that this will “up” the level of  play.  Many good teams from this area that want to join USA. 

7) Academy Discussion  - Haven’t really found a good model in the past.

Idea #1 – Go back to competitive/regional play – 14 games/no standings.   For those clubs with multiple teams, will do our best not to schedule them against each other.   Consider  breaking into North/South only or East/West only to make bigger groups – can’t really figure this out until you know what teams you have.   Also, try to put if you have more than one team, if you want, to put both teams at home on the same day and back to back or if you don’t want that, make it known too.  Did really like the festivals – try to continue pre and post.

8) Need for a USA Executive Director?   Discussion.  Hesitation by the board.  Paul VanSteenbergen made a strong case for why it would and should work.  DOC’s not clear on what the job description would be – asking for clarification.  If did this, would create more individual contact amongst clubs – find out the problems, issues and take them back to the USA board, before it is a problem. 

9) Proposal by Frank Villaizan – Consider adding a Premier Division.  Top two teams from CDL or other leagues; top two teams from USA – 2 additional slots determined by play-in. This will also open up other slots in the clubs.   Have USA cover the fees for tournaments they may go to, to obtain notoriety in the state. 
