Effective 9/15/09


Their seems to be some misunderstanding among some game officials at matches with regard to the proper procedure for the removal of a player from the field after a Send Off.  The USA Soccer Board has reached the unanimous consensus that the following is the correct procedure to address this issue:

"Once a player is Send Off by the Referee in a USA Soccer match, the player must leave the field of play and proceed directly to his/her team bench....furthermore.... the coach is required to take full responsibility for the supervision of the Send Off player's conduct and safety.....at no time will the Referee require that the player be removed from field site"

The referee cannot assume the responsibility to compromise the safety and welfare of player's after a Send Off.  As such, the referee cannot place himself or the USA Soccer Association in a position of liability, thus, the logic for clarifying this procedure.

Please disseminate this information, clearly, to all Referees in your respective areas.

Yours In Soccer,

Albert R. Castillejo
USA Soccer
Referee Liaison 


