The Academy Approach

Intent:
The intent of this rule change is to allow for, and to facilitate the "Academy Format" for the Under 9 age & Under 10 age group within USA League play.
The "Academy Format" will allow clubs to form an academy program which will include all age appropriate players in a single group.  Clubs will then be able to change their game day rosters for each "team" on a weekly basis.  All players will be registered with FYSA under a single team code.  The club will determine the number of game positions (teams) they would require based on the number of players registered (ie. 10 players - 1 team; 15-20 players - 2 teams; 20-30 players - 3 teams, etc.)  The league will assign a schedule based on a festival style of play.  Teams will play on alternating weekends for a total of 7 weekends.  Each game weekend will consist of 3 mini games at a central site. The teams will play based on an FYSA "Event Roster" and appropriate player passes. No standings or scores will be posted by the league. Groupings will be based on Geographical alignment ONLY, to the extent possible - no divisional alignments and no "superior" groups will be formed or allowed for Under 9’s or Under 10’s. 
Purpose:
The purpose of facilitating the Academy format is to allow the affiliate clubs to focus on player development, with no emphasis on results or scores. This is in agreement with the direction from FYSA, USYSA, etc. 
Further expansion of the Academy Format may be expected in other age groups, in upcoming seasons, in a staged progressive manner.
