USA SOCCER ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
MEETING MINUTES

MAY 12, 2010

In Attendance:

The following clubs were in attendance:

Clubs in attendance:

Azalea; Braden River; Brandon; Brooksville Raid; Central Pasco; Citrus United; Clearwater; Dunedin; East Lake; Englewood; FC Tampa; First Hernando; Fishhawk; Florida Revolution; Florida Soccer; Fusion; Gulfcoast United; HC United; Hudson; Lakeland; Largo; Manasota; FC Sarasota (Manatee); North Lakeland: Oldsmar; Palm Harbor; Pinellas Park; RSL; FC Sarasota (Sarasota);  Seminole Youth; Valrico Soccer;  West Pasco; Winter Haven

Referee Assignors in attendance:   

Roger Rhines
Executive Committee:  

Doug Polk, David Oras, Mike Gann, Kark Kukec, Rich Bowers, Jenna Tortorelli and Frank Villaizan
Called to Order:

Welcome by President (Frank Villaizan):

Frank welcomed everyone in attendance to the Annual General Meeting.  He then summarized the process that we would be following and described the voting packet.

Approval of March Minutes:
Upon motion and second the Minutes of the March 10, 2010, and the April 14, 2010, Monthly Board Meeting were unanimously approved without correction.
Appointment of Parliamentarian: 

Mike Gann was appointed Parliamentarian to oversee the election.

Announcement of Attendance and Vote of Affiliates in Good Standing:
21 clubs were present with voting credentials and that constituted 221 total votes with credentials.
Election of Officers (unweighted vote):
V.P. Girls:  

Mike Gann is stepping down from this position.  Vince Saint George was nominated from the floor and upon motion and second the nominations were closed.  The vote was taken by acclamation and Vince Saint George was elected as V.P. Girls by acclamation.

V.P. Junior Boys:

Steve Rossiter is stepping down from this position.  Chip Bruce was nominated from the floor and upon motion and second the nominations were closed.  Chip Bruce was elected by acclamation.

Treasurer:
Jenna Tortorelli was nominated from the floor and upon motion and second the nominations were closed.  Jenna Tortorelli was elected by acclamation as Treasurer.

Proposed Rule Changes:
Rule Change Number 1.
A rule change proposal was proposed by Joe Bendenuto of the Hernando Heat.  He suggested a North versus a South Region C All Star game.  He proposed that each team in the North would pick one or two players for the All Star Team and each team in the South would do likewise and the game would serve to showcase the regions talent.  It was determined that the Bylaws do not address this issue and, therefore, the decision as to an end of season All Star Game would be procedural and, therefore, the matter was set aside and will be handled by the Board as a procedural matter.  Upon vote, the motion to declare the matter procedural and set aside this proposed rule change, the motion passed unanimously.
Rule Change Number 2.
Rich Bowers proposed a change in the Bylaws to allow home games in C-5 on a case-by-case basis.   After a long discussion, Rich Bowers offered an Amendment which would allow the Executive Committee latitude to allow C-5 affiliates to have home games on a case-by-case basis but limit it to U-13 and above age groups.  The motion to add the Amendment passed.  Discussion was closed and by a show of hand vote, the rule change passed as amended by a large margin.  Therefore, the Executive Committee will have latitude during the 2010/2011 Season to allow C-5 affiliates to have home games for age groups U-13 and above.

Rule Change Number 3.
Daniel Tumarkin proposed a Bylaw Amendment which would create an Executive Board position of V.P. of Academy Programs.  During discussion it was pointed out that at the D.O.C. meeting it was evident that the affiliate clubs wished to have the U-9’s and U-10’s return to a standard 14 game season home and away schedule.  The only difference with those age groups being that standings will not be kept and guest play rules will be relaxed to allow for academy style rostering.  Discussion was closed and a vote was taken.  In favor 75 – opposed 102.  Therefore, this proposed Bylaw change failed.
Rule Change Number 4. 
Daniel Tumarkin proposed changing Rule 206 of the Rules of Play for the Academy teams by allowing a losing team who falls three goals or more behind in a game to add a seventh player to the field of play.  During discussion it was noted that this rule change may violate FYSA Rule 1.8.1 which allows only 6 v. 6 in the U-9/U-10 age groups.  Motion was made to set aside this matter and determine it a procedural issue in order to allow the Board to inquire or affirm with FYSA whether an exception to the FYSA Rules would be allowed.  Prior to the vote, the proposed change was voluntarily withdrawn.
Rule Change Number 5.
Frank Villaizan proposed that the position of Project Coordinator be combined, i.e., 104 J and K would be combined to one position.  Upon motion the rule change was passed unanimously. 

Rule Change Number 6.
Frank Villaizan suggested a change to Section 204 be changed to allow for guest play of any player, whether recreational or competitive to guest play for another age appropriate team within that club.  The effect of this would be to allow age specific guest play and would not limit guest plays by status, i.e. Division 1 player or CDL player.  This rule change was not posted for a sufficient period of time to allow a vote to be taken and, therefore, it was determined that it would be posted and voted on at the June meeting.  
Adjournment:  8:45 p.m.

A 10 minute adjournment was had and the meeting was called back to order at 8:54 p.m.

Report of Officers:

President Report (Frank Villaizan):

A budget meeting and pre-season planning meeting would be scheduled within the next two weeks to complete the budget for next season.

Treasurer’s Report (Jenna Tortorelli):

Jenna deferred her report to next month.  

Secretary’s Report (Doug Polk):

Nothing to report.

V.P. Senior Boys (David Oris):

Nothing to report.

V.P. Junior Boys (Steve Rossiter):

Not present.

V.P. Girls (Mike Gann):

Nothing to report.
Referee Liaison Report (Al Castillejo): 

Nothing to report.

DOC Liaison Report (Karl Kukec):  

Nothing to report.

Advocate Report (Rich Bowers):  

Nothing to report.
Age Group Coordinator:

Nothing to report.
OLD BUSINESS

Sportsworx proposal:  Rich Bowers discussed this and believes that it would be a great opportunity for clubs to assist in college bound players and approved the Sportsworx proposal for a one year deal.  Upon vote it was passed unanimously and Rich will contact the representative of Sportsworx and post the opportunity on the website.  

It was noted that the Academy medals were all picked up.

NEW BUSINESS

There was a discussion about the possibility of a new Tampa Soccer Complex although at this point there is very little information in that regard.

GOOD OF THE GAME:

The Black Coaches Association has announced that they are having a clinic and are looking for 30 to 50 players to attend the clinics which will be held in Clearwater.

U-17 Girl’s National Team beat Haiti and it was noted that they played with great sportsmanship.   The U-17 Girl’s National Team are playing a Disney Tournament in order to raise funds for Haitian relief.

Adjournment:  9:17 p.m.
USA SOCCER MONTHLY EXECUTIVE SESSION BOARD MEETING

MEETING MINUTES

May 12, 2010
Called to Order:   9:22 p.m.
Executive Committee Attendance:

Doug Polk, David Oras, Mike Gann, Kark Kukec, Rich Bowers, Al Castillejo, Jenna Tortorelli and Frank Villaizan
Approval of Minutes:

Upon motion and second, the minutes of the April 14, 2010, Executive Committee Meeting were unanimously approved without correction.

Protest and Appeals:

None.

OLD BUSINESS

Got Soccer software was discussed.  FYSA representatives discussed emails that the FYSA would be sending to clubs in order to set up the new Got Soccer software.

NEW BUSINESS

The U-14 boy’s team from Hernando Heat won the President’s Cup and will be traveling to Oklahoma.  Upon motion and second it was unanimously passed to donate $1,000.00 to aid in their travel costs in order to represent the USA League in Oklahoma.  It was noted that Dave Detillio was invited to the AGM but was in New York and could not attend.

It was discussed that the private investigator’s updated report had been submitted and charging documents regarding coaches’ misbehavior will be circulated among the Board for approval prior to the next meeting.

Frank Villaizan nominated Mike Gann as a non-board position to serve as USA’s FYSA liaison.  Upon motion and second it was unanimously approved.  

It was announced that Linda Lathrop will be running for the FYSA President position.

The status of the tax returns was discussed and it was announced that the tax returns will be completed shortly.  It was also noted that the accountant was granted inquiry access only in order to complete the tax returns.  

It was discussed that Frank Villaizan obtained temporary bank cards during Jenna’s absence, but that neither card has been activated.  It was decided to terminate the bank cards access and shred the cards.

Upon motion and second it was voted unanimously to remove Mike Gann from a signature card on the bank account and replace him with David Oras.  Therefore, the new authorized signators for the USA account will be Jenna Tortorelli, Frank Villaizan, David Oras and Donald Bruce.
On June 6, 2010, there will be a budget meeting and a pre-season planning session at a location to be determined.

Adjournment:  10:20 p.m.
